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IN DANGER OF FIRE

Government Buildings Said to
Be Improperly Guarded.

CHIEF WAGNER TESTIFIES

With Architect Snowden Ashford
Appears Before House Subcommittee.

CLOSE INSPECTION TO FOLLOW

Committee Members Promise to

Make Thorough Investigation of
Four Structures Named.

The subcommittese of the House com-
mittee on public buildings and =founds
today began an investigation of the fire
protection facilities in the buildings rent-
ed and owned which are occupied by the
government departments in Washington.

In a few days the subcommittee
will visit several bulldings with officials
of the local fire department and other ex-
perts and make a thorough, cellar-to-roof
inspection. Then they will take steps to
have corrected any evil and dangerous
condition that may be found. i

In addition to Fire Chief Wagner and
Snowden Ashford, municipal architect.
James Knox Taylor. supervisiong archi-
tect of the Treasury Department. apgeared
before the subcommittee. Chief Wagner
testified in general that the structures in
Washington erected for governmental
purposes were adequately protected
azainst fire and reasonably safe, but
that there was liability of serious
consequences to government employes
should a fire occur in one of the build-
ings rented by the government.

Questioned by Chairman Sheppard.

Representative Sheppard of Texas,
airman of the committee, attended the
beommittee hearing and asked most of
e questions. It became apparent that,

s he stated vesterday, he had no idea
. making the inquiry sensational or par-
isan in any way, but merely desired to
.+t at the facts, ascertain if it is true, as
" as been alleged, that dangerous condi-
.‘'ons exist, and, if so, to bring about their
correction. The subcommittee wiil take
no further action until the receipt of
seports on the alleged fire traps men-.
on
uTl:ed-eommlttee smiled azudibly when it
¢ame out, during the testimony of Chief
Wagner, that, although the local fire de-
jyartment had urgently recommended the
mstallation of fire alarm apparatus in
the Capitol as long ago as 1IMK, n-‘:t._a'ln-,:
was done in this directlon until last Sat-
urday, the day after the public buildings
and grounds committee held its first meet-
ing and decided to begin the present in-
wuiry.

Tt was suggested that Elliott Woods,
the superintendent of the Capitol, be
asked to explain the long delay. Mr.
Sheppard suggested that the investigation
}ad already accomplished some good, in-
gsmuch as the mere announcement of
ite purpose to inquire into the fire pro-
tsetion of government buildings had re-
g#iuited in the immediate lns".allati.on of
tlie mecessary apparatus in the Capitol
itsell.

Committee to Make Inspection.

At the request of the committee, Chief
\vagner promised to have copies made
«* all ihe reports of inspections of loeal
i vetraps made in recent years. \}hen—
. .ese Teports are received the commiitee,
: -.:::ng r':oceh'ed sufficient second-—h_a.nd _in-
.+mation for the time being, will visit
t»¢ buildings in question, accompanied
v experts, and make careful inspections
Gl own hook. - =

3‘[i;;‘therq': any officer In the Distriet,
inguired Representative Nelson of \\'i§-
. onsin, “whose duty it is to look after
ihe fire regulations and.ﬂre proteciions
in government buildings.” " )

“No sir,” the chief respondfd. Iwe in-
. t vernment buildings in ihe
tf’fcg. fr?cludlng private premises rented
Ly the government and used X storage
purposes or as separate bureaus, onig’ on
the request of the chief clerk oy Other
yroper authority of the department con-
cerned.” -

“It has already developed, declared
Mr. Sheppard, “‘that there is no c=ntral
authority to deal with this importint
subject.”

Snowden Ashford, municipal architect,
reiterated Chief Wagner's statement that
:he loecal authorities had no right te
enter a government building to make in-
spection as to the adequacy of its pro-
tection fire, unless requested.
Such requests had been made to him
while inspector of bulldings. but he
couldn’'t say just how many inspections
had resulted. He recalled about eight
or ten. The chief trouble with most of
the rented buildings used for government
purposes was structural, said the archi-
tect. The floors were weak, as a rule,
and in the event of a fire would be likely
to give way, possibly causing a tragedy.

Fire Escapes Inadequate.

“What is vour general impression of the
rented buildings you have inspected?”
Mr. Nelson inquired.

“The fire are not adequate,”” Mr.
Ashford replied. **But I don’t think much
of fire esca for government buaildings.
They should be erected only as a last re-
sort. They are a makeshift. Wide halls
ard numerous safe exits afford the best

tection against the loss of human life

fire In one of these structures. The
rﬂndpcl danger is from smoke penetrat-
ng to every part of a burning bullding.
This can be guarded against by proper
partitions. But there isn't much danger
of any one being burned up in a fire in a
well constructed government bullding.

Chief - Wagner told the subcommittee
that the U'noin building on G street be-
tween 6th and 7th, the old Distriet build-
ing on lLouisiana avenue between 5th and
6th. now used by the Department of Com-
merce and Labor; the geological survey
building on F street between 14th and
15th. and the l.emon building on New
York avenue, where t¥%& superintendent
of public buildings and grounds has his
office, Chief Wagner told s:e subcommit-
tee, were in thie wors: condition with ref-
erence to fire protection of any of the
bulidings in the District rented by the
government. ne did net go into detail,
as the report of the inspection of the
buildings in question, <opies of which he
has promised to furnish the committee,
speak for themselves. 'hief Wagner also
told the subcommittee that conditions
were bad at the Government Jlospital
_for the Insane.

Mr. Sheppard said after the meeting
that he was glad the fire chief had called
the committee’'s attention to these bulld-
ings. that he would read the repodds of
their inspection with interest and that
after the members 5f the subcommittee
had personally looked over the buildings
the necessary stebps would be taken to
remedy the conditions complained of.

VOTING ON LIQUOR QUESTION

Municipal Elections Being Held in
South Dakota Towns.

BIOUX FALLS, B. D., April 18 -Citles
2 towna in South Dakota today are
holding munigipal elections. In nearly

all places the fight is between the “drys”
and “wets.”

Uis-

The n;o'st Interesting contest ig at
Plerrs. year ago that place vored
*dry” snd todl.ts' thnark. ;lhe clore gf a
""""3"‘" © have the capital oi
changed the saloon side. . <4
:. question has been mubmit-
o them Bloux Falls, Aberdecr oo
among n and
Dealiweod, the three largest. iz

-

[ARDY HONORS PAID

Tablet to French Who Died at
Annapolis Is Unveiled.

LIE IN UNMARKED GRAVES

Are Nameless and Even Number of
Dead Is Unknown.

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

Ambassador Jusserand Also Among
the Speakers—Shaft Was Erected
by Patriotic Societies.

ANNAPOLIS, Md., April 18.—On the
campus of St. John's College there was
unveiled here today & bronze tablet erect-
ed by the General Society of the Sons of
the Revolution to the memory of the
nameless French soldlers and sailors who
in 1781 laid down thelir lives in the cause
of American independence.

President Taft and Ambassador Jus-
serand both made formal addresses. The
midshipmen of the national Naval Acad-
emy did not turn out in honor of those
who prevented the capture and probable
sack of Annapolis, but representatives of
the Sons of the Revolution from all parts
of the country, the Sons of the American
Revolution, the Society of the Cincinnati,
the Maryland Historical Soclety and the
Daughters of the American Revolution
were in attendance.

To Prof. Henri Marion of the depart-
ment of languages of the Naval Acad-
emy is due in large measure the credit
of awakening interest in the forgotten
allies whose unselfish devotion so largely
contributed to our freedom.

Suggested in Lecture.

Some years ago, in lecturing before the
Alliance Francalse at altimore, he told
how “French troops under Lafayette and
Rochambeau encamped at Annapolis, and
by their presence (March, 1781) prevented

the capture and probable sacking of that |

city. A number of French soldiers and
satlors,”” he continued, ‘‘died from their
wounds or from disease, and were buried
at that time on the grounds at St. Joha's
College, Annapolis. Could not a monu-
ment be erected on the graves of these
forgotten defenders of American inde-
pendence?”

In the audience was a member of the
General Society of the Sons of the Revo-
lution. He sought out the lecturer, got
from him the needed facts, and when, in
198, a French fleet came to assist at the
final interment of the first American ad-
miral, John Paul Jones, whose body had
been brought to America the year before
from Paris, Col. Oswald Tilghman, a
member of the soclety and then secretary
of state for Maryland, called attention to
the old military burying, ground, and, as
a part of the ceremonies of the visit, the
pediment of the present monument was
laid, and the socjety pledged itself to
raise the necessary funds for its com-
pletion. Later a design was determined
upon, and the commission to execute !{
was assigned to J. Maxwell Mliller,

‘Baltimore sculptor.

Shaft of Pink Granite.

The monument is a simple shaft of pink
granite thirteen feet high, bearing on one
face a bronze entablature in alto-relievo,
seven feet seven dnches wide, by three
feet nine inches high. The composition
shows sorrowing Memory, crowned with

the olive leaves of peace and leaning upon
her victorious shield, watching the de-
parture of a small group of marching
soldiers, and it Is interesting to note how
much more subtle in suggestion is this
treatment than the more usual one of
troops confronting the spectator.

Above the heads of the marchers ban-
ners are flying in the wind, and in the
background are seen the spars of ves-
sels, while
small gravestones, one insgcribed “lIcl git
un soldat de la France,” and the other,
“Iei git un marin de la France"” (Here
lies a soldier, here lles a sailor of
France).

On the shield appears the English in-
scription:
brave soldiers and sallors of France
buried here, who gave their lives in the
struggle for American Independence. The
memory of their deeds will endure fcrever.
1781-1783."" Weneath the tablet is a leg-
end: “Erected April 19, 1911, by
Sons of the Revolution.”

Exact Number Unknown.

Although David Ridgely in his *“*Annals
of Annapolis,” published in 1840, says
that “‘traces of the French encampment
still remain” and speaks of ‘‘mounds
raised to those who died in the service,”

the exact spot for the memorial was
chosen only after painstaking research,
and it has been Iimpossible to discover
the names of the dead or even their exact
number. It is only known that alive they
defended the field and dead they still
hold it.

Nearby is another monument erected
by act of Congress in 1903 to mark ‘%the
locality where Maryland forces of the
Continental army and French allies were
encamped In September, 1781, while on
their way to report to Lafayettie at York-
town, Va.”"" -

The committee in charge of the work
consisted of Talbot Olyphant, chair-
man, New York; Granville Leach, Phil-
adelphia; Willlam Gordon McCabe, Rich-
mond, Va.; Willam Libbey, Princeton, N.
J.. Henry Cadle, Bethany, Mo.; Henry
Dexter Warren, Boston. Mass.; Julian
Henry Lee, Baltlmore, and J. Appleton
Wilson, secretary, Baltimore.

In Charge of 8. of R.

The unveillng exercises were in charge
’{ the General Séclety of the Sons of the

evolution, which {s meeting in triennial
convention at Washington this week, to-
day's program lere being one of the
features of the session,

Following the presentation of the mon-
ument to St. John's College as custodian,
by Edmund Witmore, acting president of
the General SBociety of the Sons of tue
Revolution, the memorial was unveiled
by Miss Amelle de Pau Fowler of Bal-
timore, a descendant of Admiral Count
de @QGrasse, commander of the French
fleet at the slege of Yorktown. In a brief
speech Dr. Thomas Fell, president of St.
John's, accepted the monument on behalf
of the college. The addresses of Presi-
dent Taft and Ambassador Jusserand fol-
lowed.

Escort to the President.

To the batallion of Bt. Johns' College
Cadets was given the honor of acting as
the military escort to the President. It
is largely through the fact that the col-

lege cadets asked to be assigned to this
position that the midshipmen were pre-
cluded from participating In the cere-
moniek at the college, as th give pre-
cedence only to the West nt army
cadets in such affairs. )

Fitting egtertalnment of the Prealdent
at the Naval Academy had been provid-
ed for, however. and it was planned that
he should go there upen the conclusion
of the unveiling exercises, inspect the
hrigade of midshipmen and meet the
heads of the various departments of the
academy.

The President is expected to leave the
academy on his return to Washingteon
about 5 p.m.

President Taft, Ambassador Jusserand

in the foreground are two !

“*A tribute of gratitude to the:
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THE DILATORY PASSENGER.

of France and several other” prominent
men, together with the delegation of the
triennial congress of the Sons of the
Revolution, left Washington early this
afternoon for Annapolis. A special car
took them from White House Station,
15th street and New York avenue, over
the electric road.

NEW YORK BOATHOUSES
DESTROYED BY FIRE
Flames, Starting in Nassau Club,

Sweep Scullers’ Row, With
Loss of $100,000.

NEW YORK, April 18.—“Scullers’
Row,” on the Hudson river, was swept
by fire early today. Four boathouses
were burned with thelr contents, includ- |
ing nearly 200 racing shells, and two
other boat club structures were dam-
aged. The loss, it is estfnated, will ex-
ceed $100,000, and the burning of the
shells may cause the abandonment of
some of the regattas scheduled for the
comling season.

The fire started in the Nassau club-
house and spread aleng the river front,

and the boat houses of the Harlem Row-
ing Club, Metropolitan Rowing Club and
i the Wyanoke Club. The Crescent Row-
ing Club and the Bohemian Boat Club
houses were badly damaged.

i  Many valuable trophies were destroyed,
| together with the shells, in the boat-
houses.

i Members expressed daubt of the clubs’
ability to participate in the nationai re-
gatta at Saratoga. The Metropolitan
Rowing Club has entries in the senior |
eight and the singles in the Amerlcan
Henley, to be held at Philadelphia ay,

THREATENED WITH DEATH.

Alleged Effort to Influence New

York Senatorial Vote,

NEW YORK, April 18.—An interest- |
ing echo of the recent senatorial fight
at Albany was heard last night during
the dinner of the St. Nicholas Society |
at Delmonico’'s, when William &hurch
Osborn, legal adviser to Gov. Dix, de-
clared in an address that one of the
democratic legislators had been threat-
ened with death unless he changed his
vote. Mr. Osborn did not name the
legislator, remarking, however, that the
man had “stuck to his guns.”

“He told me,” sald Mr. Osborn, “that
his conscience would not let him vote
the other way."”

CHINESE CITIES AROUSED.

Japan Causes Excitement.

AMOY, China, April 18 —-The Chinese
populace is greatly wrolight up as a con-
sequence of the publication by the local
press of the frequently recurring rumor
that the Japanese plan the seizure of
Manchuria and of F¥Fukien province, in
which this city is situated.

Yesterday the local self-government so-
cieties asseinbled in mass meeting to de-
vise means for the defense of the coun-
try.

FRENCH AVIATOR KILLED.

Capt. Carron Falls 250 Feet With

Machine, Near Versailles.

VERSBAILLES, France, April 18, —Capt.
Carron of the French army aviation
corps fell with his aeroplane from =a
height of 230 feet today and was erush-
ed to death.

The aviator had left Orleans this morn-
ing for this city and was midway between
Villacoublay and Versailles when his ma-
chine plunged to earth, turning over as

gutting the building where it originated | tection

| ferests of the United States.

it fell. Carron was caught under the
wreckage.

'}
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RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT
ARGUED IN THE HOUSE

Representative Hill Speaks in Favor
of Pact, and Mr. Hamilton
in Opposition.

Representative E. J. Hill of Connecticut,
& Tepublican member of the ways and
means committee and an active advocate
of the Canadian reciprocity agreement,
opened the debate on that measure when
the House convened today. Mr. Hill de-
clared that the agreement in no way
threatened the policy of protection. He
produced recent reports of the tariff
board to show that prices in Canada are
practically the same as in the United
States on all products on which the reci-

| procity agreement reduces or wipes out

the tariff duty.

Mr. Hill declared that the attitude of
some farming communities against the
reciprocity bill is based on wrong in-
formation. He read from a petition
that has been widely circulated in
farming communities, that the farmer
must have as much tariff protection as
the menufacturer. Mr. Hill presented
figures to show that the average pro-
given the farmer {Is greater
than that given the manufacturer.

Representative E. L. Hamilton of Mich-
igan, who followed Mr. Hill, declared
that the burden of the whole reciprocity
agreement will fall on the farming in-
He pointed
to the fact that It was admitted that the

flour miller would gain greatly by the
new treaty.
“Who will recoup the farmer for re-

couping the losses of the miller?” said
Mr. Hamilton.

The millers, brewers and packers will
absorb all the benefits of the reciprocity
agreement, he added.

ART TREASURES BURNED.

City Hall atrS?haerbeek, Near Brus-

sels, Destroyed by Fire.

BRIUSSELS, Belgium, April 18.—The
city hall at Schaerbeek, a suburb of the
capital, together with its priceless works
of art, including notable paintings and
Gobeling, was ‘destroyed by fire last night.

Two firemen were Killed during a des-
perate effort to save some of the con-
tents of the buildings.

It is believed that the fire was of In-
cendiary origin.

DEATH FOLLOWS THE DANCE.

Three Killed in Auto Wreck Return-
ing From Festivities.
JOHNSTOWN, Pa., April 18.—Three
negroes, one a woman, were killed and

The Evening Star’s
New Daily Serial

“The
Twisted
Foot”

By HENRY MILNER RIDEOLT

Begins Tomorrow

A series of haunting happen-
ings and an absorbing narrative
of mystery and adventure in the
Malay Islands. I'nder most
tragic circumstances, the hero
comes into pcssession of a girl's
photograph and an innocent-
looking package addressed to
her gimply as *“Miss Mary.”
How he shall find the owner and
why her package i= so desper-
ately sought after by strange
orlentals is the nub of the story.
Over it all is shed the glamour
and mystery the e¢ast, of

. tropical seas and remote islands.

WATCH FOR THE
OPENING CHAPTERS.

Tomorrow

five, also one a woman, were injured.
early today Iin an automobile accident
while returning from a dance. The
machine, running fifty miles an hour,
skidded, jumped onto a pavement and
ran into a telephone pole. The dead are
Mrs. Floyd Washington, John Mahoney
and Eldridge Lewls.

The injured are not dangerously hurt

AMENDED ALIENS’ BILL
BEFORE BRITISH HOUSE

Folicy of Government Toward Those
Who Seek Refuge in
England.

LONDON, April 18.—Mr. Churchill in-
troduced in the house of commons today
an amended aliens' blll, which, if enact-
ed, will markedly change the attitude of
the government toward thos: who have
sought British shores as political cor
criminal refugees. The home secretary
disclaimed any desire to interfers with
the right of asylum for persecuted ones,
but, under the proposed law, aliens here-
after arriving in Great Britain will be
required to furnish sureties for their

good behavior during a period of five
years.

Requisite for Exemption.

If at the end of that time they ecan
estabiish that they have been law-abid-
ing during the probationary period they
will Le exempted from further bonds.
Should an expelled alien return he will be
imprisoned for two years. Pistol car-
rying, except by permission of police, is
prohibited.

The bill, which passed its first reading
this afternoon, i8 a result of the recent
outbreak of crime among the aiel:s in
the east end that culminated in the siege
of the Sydney street home of two out-
laws by the police and a force of the
military.

FIRE CAUSES HOTEL PANIC.

Explosion Starts Flames in New

York Loft Building.

NEW  YORK, -April 18.—An explosion
and fire early today in a six-story loft
bullding directly in the rear of the Broad-
way Central Hotel caused a panic among
the 200 hotel guests. The four upper
stories of the loft building were burned
out, causing a loss estimated at up-
ward of $50,000. The cause of the fire was
not determined.

FRENCH PRESIDENT HONORED.

Greeted-by Three Nations Upon Ar-

rival at Bizerta.

BIZERTA, Tunis, Africa, April 18—
President Fallieres, ufter a vovage
with an imposing French squadron
from Toulon, arrived here today for a
visit of two weeks in the French pro-
tectorate and regency of Tunis. The
coming of the chief exec tive of France
was made the occasion of an unusual’
naval demonstration, the fleets of
three nations—Great Britaln, Italy and
S}mln-——ha\'ing been mobilized to greet
him.

leaving the battleship Verite, Presi-
dent Fallieres boarded a French tor-
pedo boat, from which he reviewed the
line of warships circling in the mag-
nificent landlocked harbor. ILater, ac-
companied by M. Delcasse, the French
minister of marine, and M. Pams, min-
ister of agriculture, he +visited the
foreign ships In turn, distributing dec-
orations among the high officers. Each
ship fired the customary salute of
twenty-one guns.

These courtesies concluded, M, Fal-
lleres, accompanied by the Bey of
Tunis, went ashore and attended a ban-
quet given by the bey in honor of the
visitors.

FIRE LOSS, $60,000. .

Newspaper Office Burned, Tenants in

Building Homeless.
ENGLEWOOD, N.J., April 18.—Fire
starting vesterday in the office of the En-
glewood Press destroyed the buillding in
which it had its origin and the building
adjoining. The loss is estimated at $60,-
000, Beventeen families who lived on the
upper floors of the building escaped with
the loss of most of their effects. The

cause of the fire is not known.

TAKE AGUA PRIETA;
REBEL ARMY GONE

Federal Forces March Into
City, Only to Find It Desert-
ed by Defenders.

VANISHED IN THE NIGHT,
AMMUNITON SHOT AWAY

Abandoned by Their Leaders, Insur-
rectos Melted Away.

VICTORS AFRAID OF TRAP

Use Extreme Caution in Entering
City They Had Beleaguered—Num-
ber of Dead and Wounded
Not Known.

AGUA PRIETA, Mex., April 18.—The
rebel army, after almost eighteen hours
of Incessant fighting yesterday in de-
fense of Agua Prieta, quietly evacuated
the town during the night. It moved
out silently and when day broke was
nowhere to be seen.

The Mexican national troops entered
the city at dawn, encountering no re-
sistance. The federals approached the
town from the south and east during
the early hours, coming in slowly and
cautiously, lest they encounter an am-
bush. Great was the surprise of the
commanders of the government troops
on finding when they reached the outer
works of thé rebel intrenchments that
the trenches had been abandoned and
no insurrectos were in sight.

The federals continued to come in still
more slowly, presumably expecting at
every moment to encounter a surprise,
but they found no rebels anywhere.

Army Completely Vanished.

The ]atter had vanished as complete-
ly as the night. There was no indica-
tion even of the direction they had
taken. The reason for their evacu-
ation of the city after their all-day
defense of it was not at first apparent.
The most logical conclusion seemed to
be that they hgd exhausted their am-
munition.

Later developments showed the rebel
army to be badly disrupted. Its lead-
ers gave up the fight and the men In
the ranks appear to have fled in all
directions of their own individual
choosing.

Balasario Garcia, commander of the
rebels at Agua Prieta, surrendered him-
self to Capt. Gaujot of the 1st United
States Cavalry at 8:35 o'clock last night.
He came to the line and explained that
he was giving himself into the custody of
the United States authorities as an indi-
vidual and not as commander of the
rebels.

Started Surrender Rumor.

Capt. Gaujot was on the boundary line
at the time. Garcia was immediateiy
taken to army headquarters in the city
hall ,park. His surrender for a time gave
rise to the report in Douglas that the
rebels had surrendered.

Col. Medina, who had assumed com-
mand of the rebels in Agua Prieta last
night after Garcia's departure, made his
way to the American line before dawn
and surrendered to the United States
troops. He was the jefe politico (mayor)
of the town. He was immediately placed
under guard and held at the headquar-
ters of the American cavalry at the ball
park.

The victorious federal force which oc-
cupied the town this morning numbered
about 1,200 men. Lieut. Col. Renaldo
Diaz was in suprame command. Under
him were Maj. Luis Medina Barron of
the rurales and Commandant Francisco
Chipia, formerly prefect of the town of
Montezuma. :

The government lossss in- yesterday's
fighting may never be known. The fed-
erals declined the assistance of the Red
Cross today, stating that the army would
care for its own wounded.

Lists Not Made Up.

During the fighting yesterday the fed-
erals removed their dead and wounded to
the rear. It is understood that those
killed were buried in the field. None
was brought into the bull rin_g at Agua
Prieta today.

“We are now making up the list, but
as yet cannot tell what they are, either
in dead or wounded,” Maj. Barron told
the Assoclated Press correspondent. *“We

rebel trenches as yet, but later we will
give youn this information.”

The correspondent passing in the
streets of Agua Prieta saw a few
bodles of rebels lying in the streets.
At the bull ring there were evervwhere
evidences of yesterday's fighting, and
ample signs that the federals had had
accurate information of the strong-
holds occupied by the rebel forces.

The main towers at the bull ring
entrance were literally shot into sieves.
Thousands of bullets pierced them. For
a time the machine guns pqgured hail
steadily into these towers and over
the tops of the adobe walls, from
which the garrison was firing.

American Held Prisoner.

In the west of the bull ring were
two Dbodies. One was that of an
American. At the entrance to the first
story of the tower was a rivulet of
drying blood, which poured out through
the doorway and into the dust of the
bull ring.

Sitting against the west wall of the bull
ring and heavily guarded by Mexican
troops sat a lone American who had not
got,away with the retreating rebel army.
His hands were tied witli ropes which
passed over his shoulders.

“They are not going to shoot me, are
they?' he asked in a terrified voice. He
said his name was Thomas Sullivan: that
he was born in Connecticut; that he last
worked at Cananea, and that he came to
Douglas from Bisbee. He sald Le had
crossed the Mexican border line yester-
day; had been arrested by the rebels,
robbed of $100, forced to display. the
scarlet ribbon on his arm, and had been

driven into the fighting line. He still: wore
his scarlet ribbon today.

Their Ammunition Gone.

The rebeis evacuated Agua Prieta be-
cause they had exhausted thelr ammuni-
tion. This was related by one or two per-

have not gathered the dead from the |}

| Hasty Action Is Not
Contemplated by Congress

“I do not think there is any
| present inclination in Congress
to order intervention. T think

that members of Congress gen-
erally, even the democrats, feel
confidence in President Taft. |
When the situation demands it,

I think they feel the President |
will call the attention of Con- |
gress to the situation. I think
Congress will await develop-
ments, for the present.

“If those engaged in the fight-
ing will disregard the request of
the President that the lives of
those living near the border be
protected, I think the President
will resent it.”"—Senator Cullom,
chairman of the Senate foreign
relations committee.

A Time to Keep Cool.
“The Mexican situation is seri-
ous, but intervention must not
be thought of except as a
dernier resort. This is a good
time to keep cool, think soundly. l

go slowly and make no mis- |
takes. |
“Any intervention in Mexico

would be an act of war, entailing |
loss of life and property and re-
sponsibilities beyond the com-
prehension of the most far-seeing I
mind.”"—Representative Sulzer,
chairman of the House foreign
affairs committee.

President Taft's Forethought.

“I certainly hope conditions
will not arise which would jus-
tify our armed intervention in
Mexico. President Taft, with his
usual foresight and practical
common sense, has taken all the
steps necessary to protect our
people along the boundary line
of Mexico.

“If present conditions in the
north of Mexico continue, we
should redouble our efforts to
protect all the interests of the
United States in Texas, Arizona,
New Mexico and California.

“But there is nothing at pres-
ent that would warrant congres-
slonal action, and I am firmly of
the belief that nothing will occur
in Mexico that would justify
Congress in authorizing the
President to intervene.”—Rep-
resentative Foster of Vermont, |
former chairman of the foreign
affairs committee, and now rank-
ing minority member.

NO FIGHT AT JUAREZ

S—

Rebel Attack on the Border
City Has Been Delayed.

LARGE FORCE AT SAPELLO

Madero in Command of Army Said to
Number 4,000 Men.

READY TO REPULSE ATTACK

Federal Garrison of Juarez Prepared
for Battle—Tomorrow May See

the Engagement.

EL PASO, Tex., April 18.—Out of the
scores of conflicting rumors of firing
clore to Juarez last night and reports
that several hundred insurrectos, pre-
sumably part of the Maderista force re-
cently stationed near Chihuahua City,
were now &t Bauche, twelve miles south
of Juarez, appears one concrete fact to-
day. That is that there is no prospect of
a battle around Juarez for a day or two
at least.

Col. M. Tamborel, asmmanding tlie fed-
eral forces in Juarez, denies the reports
of firing last night in the vicinity of
Juarez. Half a dozen shots were fired by
American sentries near the El Paso smel-
ter about 6 o'clock this morning for un-
explained cause, and these shois gave
rise to the reports that the insurrectos
were close to Juarez and that a battle
was imminent.

Rebels Comped at Sapello.

Dispatches received this morning from
an Associated Press correspondent with
the insurrectos refers merely to the fight
east of Juarez last Saturday in which O=-
car Creighton was kiilled and says that
all of the rebel force, headed by Fran-
cisco 1. Madero in person, are at Sapello.
This is {wenty-three miles south of
Juarez.

According to the correspondent tlie en-
tire commands of Orozco and Blanco,
numbering about 3,000 men, are in camp,
while another thousand insurrectos are
watching the Mexican National rallroad
to Intercept dny reinforcements from
Chihuahua to Juarez. The advices
brought in the dispatches say there will
be no fighting until tomorrow or later.
He came around the outskirts of Juarez
during the night. Capt. Escuevado, ac-
cording to the courier, was killed with
Capt. Creighton Saturday. Three federal
prisoners are being lLeld by the insurrec-
tos.

Juarez Ready for Attack..

Another element of confusion was added
to the Juarez situation today by the ad-
mission of the federal officials in Juarez
that 800 insurrectos had reached Bauche,
twelve miles from Juarez, They compose
part of the forces under Madero, Orosco
and .Blanco.

Rut Juarez is now ready for the attack.
Federal troops, having completed the
fortifications and mines in the region of
the city, have now returned to Juarez, and
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PLEDGE BY MEXICO
PREVENTS A CRISIS

Will Adopt a “Restrictive Pol-
icy” Along the International
Boundary Line.

PRESIDENT IS SATISFIED
PROMISE WILL BE KEPT

Wide Neutral Zone Along Border
May Be Established.

SITUATION STILL DELICATE

Administration and Congress Both
Disposed to Handle Matter
With the Greatest of

Circumspection.

le

Positive assurances that the Mexican
Eovernment will adopt a “definite re-
strictive policy along the border” and
news from Douglas that the rebel
forces have evacuated Agua Prieta did
much today to relieve the high teanslion
under which President Taft and mem-
bers of his official family have labored
for the last few days.

The assurances from Mexico followed
demands of the State Department that
fighting which endaagered American
lives im the border towms must be
stopped.

That the situation is not regarded as
acute is evidenced by the fact that lead-
ers of both the Senate and the House,
with whom the President conferred prior
to the assembling of the cabinet, declared
that no action is contemplated by Con-
gress at this time.

Conferences at White House.

The President had extended conferences
with Senator Cullom of Illinois and Rep-
resentative Sulzer of New York, chair-
men, respectively, of the foreign affairs
committee of the Sen-l.te and House.

Senator Cullom insisted that he could
Bee no reason for intervention, while Mr,
Sulzer announced that Congress would
not act hastily. Mr. Sulzer is of the opin-
fon that thus far there has been no overt
act In Mexico sufficient to warrant inter-
vention. He intimated, however, that a
plan I8 belng considered to relieve the
danger to Americans near the bordes.
This contemplates an agreement for &
neutral zone from five to ten miles wide
along the boundary line.

Congress, Mr. Sulzer said, will net st
under any clrcumstances without a spe-
cial message from the President.

Attitude of President.

Toe his callers today President Taft
said that his telezram 1 Gov. Sloan eof
Arizona, published today, reflected cor-
rectly his attitude. There was no iu-
tention upon his part, the President told
cailers, wo_iuterveaz in Medico #u: bis
ume, and the two big devilopments of
the morning had strengthened him in tha
position.

In official circles it is realized that
whiie hostilities have ceased at Agua
Prieta, trouble may breik oui. at Juales
or at other border towns, but they are
more than ever inclined now to trust
that Mexico will make good her promise
to keep the federal troons away irova
the border.

Discussed by Cabinet.

The cabinet assembled at 11 o'clock and
the major part of tne session was devol-
ed to lhe consideration of the Mexican
tangle.

While it is expected in officlal circles
that hoestilities might occur at Juarez
later, it 1s understood the cabinet relies
on Mexico 1o make good its promise and
aveoid further engagements along the Rio
Grande.

During the session bulletins from “Lthe
front” were read to the Presides: and
unofficial dispatches stating that the reu-
els had departed from Agua Prieta dur-
ing the night also gratitied the executive
and relieved the members of the official
family.

Congress to Move Slowly.

Cautlion, conservatism and forbearance
in regard to the Mexican situation will
be the policy of the leaders in the House.
There was absolute absence today of ex-
citement or flurry, and everybody was
cautioning proceeding with deliberation
and great care.

Men who in the last and preyious Con-
gresses as the minority were free in their
comments on and criticisms of interna-
tional affairs were mute today upon find-
ing themselves in the majority and in-
vested witi: responsibility.

Naturally the republicans, Lbeing in svin-
pathy with the national admimstration,
are not intent upon making trouble. So
it falls out that on all sides there is
disposition to avoid yngoism and to treat
ihe situation in statesmanlike manner.

More especially is this the case from
the fact that every one realizes the sil-
uation to be fraught with utmost serious-
ness, wherein the least mistake may lead
to consequences of the most unfo-eseen
and far-reaching nature,

Recall Spanish War Jingoism.

There are men in this Congress who

still remember the results of impas-
sjoned jingoism prior to the Spanish war
and who were in Congress at that thae,
Chairman Sulzer was of the opinion tu-
day that Congress will not act in auy
way upon proposed intervention in Mex-
jeco without recommendation from Presi-
dent Taft and then only after mature
consideration. He is well aware of the
fact, poinmted out by the Prezident In his
telegram to the Governor of Arizona,
that the lives of American citizens in
Mexico and vast property interests of cite
jzens of the United States are al stake,
Mr. Sulzer is in thorough sympathy
with President Taft in his consideration
for the 40,000 or 30,000 American citizens *
across the border and the billion of dol-
lars of property owned by Americans
there. He thinks that Congress will act
only with calm judgment.
Aside from the humanitarian aspects of
the situation as to Mexico, which of
course would bhe the controlling consid-
eration in action by Congress, there are
political phases which will tend to cau-
tious action.

No One Wants War.

No one wants war, and the democrats
would find every political reason, 1t is
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